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A platiorme made for 


ge proofe ef Goa. promidenc e, that is, 
for the examining of the truth of this 
dloltrine, whether God by his prouidence 
iu callthinges generally, and euery crea» 
In c aud aciiad par ucularlys 


— — — 
mn. 


Text, 


The lot is caſt i-to the lap, but the whole diſ- 
poſition thereof /s ot the Lord. Pro 16. 33. 


r —— were to be wiſhed 
that all Chziſtians 

did vnderſtand that 
which with mouth 
N N they confeſſe , when 

| — they rehearſe the ar- 
ticles of their faith, gathersd out of 


' the Apoſtles doctrine. 
| The confeſſion is bꝛeefe and every 


ward in it very ſianificant , and well 
""  pmerftood, Wonld roofeall hereſies 


ont of our mindes. 
A 2 The 


A Sermon of 


The pꝛinciples of religio-1 are therein 
contained ,and if her bee but a weake 


Philoſopher , that is, ignoꝛant in the |. 


p2inciples of Philoſoph; , and if it be a 
ſhame fo? all artificers to be ignozant 
in the grounds of thoſe arts they p20- 
feſſe,ifis a greater ſhame foꝛ vs Chꝛi⸗ 
ians to make ſhew of chꝛiſtianp. and 
pet to be ignoꝛant in the rudiments ol 
our Keligion. | 

JI would to God that euerp one, that 

hath the name of a chꝛiſtiã did fhꝛough⸗ 
ly uvnderſtand, t were fully inſtructed 
in them, then needed not I labour ſo 
much, foꝛ the p:ofe of this doctrine. 

Foz euerp one of vs, when we do con⸗ 

feſſe God to be almighty, doe acknow- 
ledge that he by his pꝛouidence ruleth 
euer thing: and that wer may know 
what we ſap, J purpoſe chiefly to han⸗ 
dle theſe two points. 

Firſt, that Chꝛiſt the Sonne of God, 
ath the ſelfe ſame pꝛouidence, that 
od the Father hath: Secondlyp, that 

the p2ouidence of God , doth goucrne 
all things generally,and cuery ſpeciall 
thing ſpecially, 

And vet in eee theſe two, J — 


Gods Prouidence. 

not recite al that may be ſaid touching 
this matter, but only touch ſome chiefs 
points ſummarily , which map helpe 


- pou the better to vnderſtand the large 


and learned tracts, that many notabls 


men haue w:itten hereoſ. Foz the firſt: 


| 8 80 
eee 
That Chrift the Sonne of GOD doth 

gouerne all things as well as God 
the Father, is prooued by rea- 


ſon, example, and au- 
thoritie. 


1 — — 


B Y reaſon , if God by his wilt ame 
made the wozld: that is if that the 
eternall wiſdom of God, which is his 
wozd, the euerlaſtung Sonne of God, 
was pꝛeſent with God, when he made 
the woꝛld: he is alſo with him in go⸗ 
uerning the woꝛld: but hee was with 
God when he made the woꝛld, thers 
foꝛe he is with him gouerning or it. 

The equity of the firſt pꝛopoſition is 
| A3 Frou 
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A Sermonof 
grounded bppon moff ſkrong reaſen; 
'* Fo2 as God created the world by 
his wildome, ſo it is not to be held ued 
that God coucrneth the world with⸗ 
out his wildome, other wiſe he ſheuld 
geuerne by chancc. | 
The ſecond p2op9lition is pꝛooned 
by the teſtimony cf the Apoſtles. Heb, 
1. by whom alſo he made the worlds, 
By example, Gen. 48. verſ. 1314.15 
Then took loſeph them both, Ephraim 
ja his light hand towards Iſraells left 
hand, Manaſſeth in his leſt hand to- 
ward Iſraels right hand, ſo he brought 
them vnto him. | | 
Bur |ſracl ſtretched out his right hand 
and laid it oa Ephraims head, which 
was. che yonger, and his left hand vpon 
Manaſſes head (directing his hands on 
purpoſe )fprManaſſeth was the elder. 
Alſo he bloſſed Joſeph, and ſaid, the 
80 before whom my fathers Abra- 
ham & {ack did walk, the Cod which 
hath fed me al my life lõg vnto this day. 
In which wordes Jacob acknowled- 
geth Gods pꝛouidence to ſtretch to 
particular men, euelt to himſelfe. 
1 ; | Zhen 
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Angell which hath deliuered me from! 


all euill, bleſſe the children, and let my 
name be named vppon them, and the 
name of my fathers, Abraham and Tt: 
rack that theymay grow as fiſh, into 
a mulcituce in middeſt ofthe earth. Jn- 
theſe woꝛds the holy Patriarke laeob 
giueth that particular pꝛouidence to p 
Angell, which in the ſoꝛmer verſe hee 
had ginen to God: And that by the 
name of Angell hee vnderſtandeth no 
creature is heereby pꝛoued, in that he 
aſtirmeth, that this Angel had power 
to vleſfe: ſaying to him, Bleſſe the chil. 
dren: Ye then is the Angel whom Ja- 
cob was wont to cal, the angel of the 
Loꝛd. chatis the Sonne of God. 
Th erekoꝛe in this place Jacob attriꝭ 
buteth a power ouer all things and 
perſons , to the Angell: that is tho 
Sonne of God, as wel as to God the 
Father. 7 
By authority lohn. 5. ver. 17. My Fe- 
ther uorketh & I worke! This worke 
that Chꝛiſt ſpeaketh of, is not to bee 
vnderſtod of the ereatiõ only, dut alſo 
If the gouerning of all things W 
02 
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Foz this particle(hetherto)ſhcweth 
that he ment not onely that firſt wozke 
of his in creating all things with his 
Father,but alſo another wozke,which 
he daply exerciſeth, which cannot bee 
bnderſtod of any other then of gouer- 
ning all things with his Father. 

But here we muſt obſerue this rule 
that the wozkes of the Trinity are vn⸗ 
deuided. 


Therkoꝛe that which is the Fathers 


woꝛke, is the wozke alſo of the Sonne, 
and af the holy Ghoſt. 

That the Sonerf EDD doththe 
ſame wozkes that the Father doth, is 
already p2oued : the lame is to bee af. 
firmed alſo of the holy Ghoſt, by the 
warrant of Govs woꝛd, as by that I 
read in the 139. Palme, Whether ſhall 
I go from thy preſence? If aſcend into 
Heauen, thou art there: If Ilye downe 
in hell thou art there: let mee take the 
winges of the morning, and dwell in 
tbe vttermoſt parts of the Sea, yet 
thether ſhall thine hand lead mee, 
and thy right hand hold mee: Thus 


is the firlt voint bziefly pꝛooued, that 
Y « . $55 Chzilt 
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Chailt the Donne of God,and the holp 
Ghoſt, do gouerne all things as well 
as God the Father. 

Now to the ſecond : that God by his 
pꝛouidence gouerneth all and enery 
thing. 

There are very manp that can wil- 


lingly grant, that Ged by his pꝛoui⸗ 


dence gouerneth all things in general, 
but that cuery particular thing is ruled 
by the ſame, they deny: with theſe men 
therekoꝛe J minde to deale ſomewhat 
large, though not ſolearnedly, as the 
cauſe requireth: (+ who is able to han⸗ 
dle it wozthily 2 ) Philoſophers haue 


in this point had ſundzy opinions: Epi- 


curus ſaid, that all things were ruled 
by chance æ foztune , and that God li⸗ 
ned idlely,and at eale in the Beauens, 
which opinion, as impious, all men in 


wozds condemne, and pet ſo we liue 
that our lines are euident pꝛoofes a- 


gainſt vs, that in heart and ſoule wes 


imbzace if. 

Foz ſurely if we thought anp better 
of G O D then Epicurus did-, wee 
would not walk ſs directly in Epicurus 
pathes as we do, os ling ſo licentiouſly 

as 
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as though God regarded vs not. 

Z. The Peripateticks, and other ſozt 
of 33 hiloſophers bꝛoached another opi⸗ 
nion, teaching that thoſc things which 
are aboue the heauens, are mooued, 
guided # nouerned by God himſelfe: 
but thoſe thinges that are vnder p cir» 
cle ot the Mone, are gouerned partly 

„L by chance and koꝛtune, partly byſthe 
counſails and deuiſes of men, c party 
by a bꝛutiſtꝭ oꝛ ſenceles foꝛce ot nature. 
Thereis a third opinien of the Sto⸗ 
icks, Which is that all things are ru⸗ 
led by fate oꝛ definy, that is by aſe, 
cret oꝛder and linck o? cauſes:in which 

chainc all things are ſo ſurely fyed, 
that both Cod himſelfe and man are 
Hraighted within thoſe bounds, 
This was a very dainty cpinton in 
the iude ment or the Poets who to ex⸗ 
cuſc the wrakneſle of their Cod lupi- 
rer, fained that he wept, foꝛ that hee 
mas ſo hindꝛed by the foꝛce of destiny, 
3 he could not fot Sarpedo at libertp. 
The fourth opinion is Platces, u ho 
granted that God by His pꝛouidence 
ruleth all things in generall, which af- 
tet werd God comitted to petty 7 — 
0 Alte 


Gods Prouidence. 


balfe Gods , and diuclls, who haue 
the charge care ot particular things: 
From theſe foure opinions ſpring all 
other whatſoruer, touching Gods pꝛo⸗ 
uidence:and there is no ene opinion, 
which map not ealilp be reduced to 
ens of theſe. 
But ſome of vs (euen ot vs Chꝛziſti⸗ 
ans) flying one danger run into ano⸗ 
thor: ⁊ fo2 that they dare nat deny that 
God by his pꝛouidt̃ce ruleth al things 
pet will they not grant, that by it, hee 
gouerneth cucrv particular thing, leaſt 
they Could thereby be dꝛiuen (as they 
think) to ſon abſurvitics:thus whilſt 
they would audid ablurditp, they 
commit impiep, and fall. away from 
the truth moſt dangeroullp: But far 
be this fr5 our hart (right wozſhipful) 
an) that it may neuer poſſefſe pou: a⸗ 
uoid the cauſe that woꝛkethit in them, 
which is ignoꝛance of v woꝛd of God: 
and fo2 that God in gzeat mercy hath 
kindled in your hart a deſire ot knows 
ledge, quench not that Godly deſtre, in 
vou, but purſue hotly with hearty and 
feruent pꝛaper, after knawledge, and 
poa ſhall find it: and if you ſhall find 
it, 
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it, vou ſhall certainly now;that there 
will no abſurdity be infazced vpon any 
doctrine grounded vpon Gods word, 
t that you ned not feare this doctrine 
as they do, J wil firſt diſcourſe bꝛielly 
ofthe truth of it, x wil pꝛoue, that Cod 
gouerneth by his pꝛouidence all thuigs 
generally, and euerp particular thing 
particularly: then will Janſwer to all 
thoſe chieke obicctions which are 
bꝛought againſt it: and by which lome 
vaine men think to make the doctrine 
abſurd, To thefirft : | 
Foz that this argument hath bene 
diucrfly handled , and men haut herne 
verp curious in oiſceurſing therco7:; 
eſpecially ſince what wap ſocaer they 
winde themſclues , many ablurdities 
. doſe&me to follsw them: it wil be beſt 
I thinke foꝛ me to keepe mr in the hig 
beaten wap, leaſt ſœking by-wapes J 
wander out of the wap: 3 mcane to 
diſcourſe ſo of this doctrine, as J am 
taught in the wozd of God, 4 then dili⸗ 
gently toremoucal thoſe things what 
ſocuer the be not beſteming the moſt 
pure nature of God, which in the iudg⸗ 
met of man, ſhal ſeeme hereof to _ 
u 
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But if my ignoꝛance were ſo great, 
that J could not remeue theſe incon⸗ 
ueniences: pet notwithſtanding are 
pou + all Chꝛiſtians bound to receiue 
with all humility this true doctrine: 
t to blame me, not the doctrine, if I bo 
not able to cleare it of all thoſe things, 
which in the iudgement of man map 
ſe me abſurd: And although it is not 
my purpoſe to examine al, that Pbilo⸗ 
ſophers # others ſay againſt the gouer⸗ 
ning of cuery thing by the pꝛouidence 
of God, pet in my minde, all that they 
ca ſay againſt it may by this ene argu⸗ 
ment ve eaſily ouerthꝛowne. If he be a 


God ( which they all confeſſe, + though 


they would deny it, vet may it eaſily 


bee pꝛoued againſt them) he is a moſt 
perfect thing: but which is moſt per⸗ 
fect hath nothing perfecter then it ſelfe 
neither can we imagine any thing to be 
mo2e perfect.then that which of it ſelfe 
is truly + abſolutely moſt perfett:ther⸗ 
koꝛe there is nothing, neither tan wee 
imagine any thing to bee moze perfect 
then God: hereupon J infer. if God did 
not gouern al things in general, ⁊ eue⸗ 
ry thing in particular, we might well 

ima⸗ 


— — —— ͤç' — 


c- 


mol, 
in 


—— ——_—_— — _ 


A Sermon of 


imagine that ther was ſomthing nroze 
perfect then God:euen ſuch a deity, 
which had charge and care of cucrp 
particular thing: but it is ſhewed pno 
ſuch deity oꝛ Godhead ca be imagined. 
It is faiſe therfe2e that thep herevpon 
would inker that God by his pꝛoui⸗ 
dete ruleth not every particular thing 
t the contrary is true. u hich we teach 
fo2 elſe ſurely that God which they 
dꝛeame of to liue idly and at eaſc, ⁊ to 
haue ns care of any thing, as they bab- 
ble, is not in truth a God, but as Tully 
ſomtime ſaid of their maſt or Epicurus 
ſs ſap Jof them, that they in woꝛds ac- 
knowlodge a God but in truth deny 5 
ther is any: but leauing Philoſophers 
let vs ſee what the Scripture teacheth 
bs: the firſt place wil vᷣſt foꝛ d p2ofe 
of this doctrine. Z take out of y Epiſ- 
tle to the Hebrewes 1 Chap. verſe 3. 
where it is ſaid of the donne of God p 
He beareth vp, that is moueth and go⸗ 
uerneth al things by his mighty Wo2d- 
hee that granteth that hee ruleth all 
things excepteth no one thing from 
#3 geurrnment: Mee may then 


well conclude out of this plate of 
God 
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God, that God gouerneth al, and euerp 
thing. 
Bnt leaſt 1 ſhould leaue any ſtarting 
hole foꝛ the aduerſarp to wind out at, 
let vs further ſ& what the Scripture 
teacheth vs of the gouerning of enery 
particular thing by Gods p2omdence. 
Netther will J heape vd many pla- 
ces, but content my ſelfe with a few 
examples out of which the truth of 
this doctrine map be gathered. 
And thus J doendeanour to prooue it 
b2eefcly: All the creatures cf God are 
either indued with p gift of fre choiſe 
oꝛ elſe want this liberty of choiſe: they 
thai haue it are Angells, doth god and 
cull, and men alſo both good and evil: 
they that want this liberty of choite, 
are all other liuing things creatcd by 
God, x alſo thoſe his creatures, which 
haue no life, and pet of all theſe crea⸗ 
tures, God hath a ſpeciall care, ſo as 
he diſpsſeth of enery one of them ac⸗ 
coꝛding to his pleaſure, 
The boke of lob, and the Pſalmes, 
do very often handle this argument, ſo 
that If J ſhould gather out at them all 
their pꝛofs, I ſhould wꝛite out almoſt 
their 
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their whole bookes : pet ſome 3 will 
bꝛing, and leaue the reſt fo2 you to ga⸗ | 
ther, hoping it wil be a means to bzing 

| you to the often reading of them. 0 
F -447-S- In the 147. Plalme the Prophet 

. ſaith thus of God, that he couereth the 

1 Loren Heauen with clowdes, and prepareth | 

| raine for the earth, and maketh the | 

4 graſſe to grow vpon the Mountaines : 

| But the cloudes, the rame , and the 
graſſe, are things without ſoule + life, bo 
and pet by his wonderfull pꝛouidence | 
he dꝛiueth, and ruleth at his pleaſure \ , 
the cloudes in the apꝛe: e ſendeth the 
raine down vpon the earth, and he ma- 
keththe graſte to grow: In the 148, 12 
„ Pſaime the Pꝛophet ſaith , that fire 

'N fo and hai'e, ſnow, and vapours , ſtormie 

+ windes, doe execute his word, and 
what is it to execute the woꝛd of God, 

. but to bee ruled and gouerned by his 
wwezꝛde it is to be at his beck and pleas 

4 Fo ſure : Agains, in the 135. Pſalme, it 
7 15 Jig ſaid, that whatſoeuer pleaſed the 


| Lord, that did hee in Heauen and in 
i earth, in the Sea and all the depths; 

hee bringeth vp the Cloudes from the 
endes of the earth, and maketh the 
7 75 li ght- 
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lightnings with theraine, heedraweth 
fourth the windes out of his treaſures 
and Chꝛiſt our Sauiour in the 6. of 


not, neither ſpin:andalittle after ward 
he telleth vs, that God doth cloath the 


graſſe of the field - theſe few plates 


pꝛoue that God hath a pꝛou dent care, 
to ktepe and gouerne euen his lifeleſſe 


' creatures , not onelp generallp, but 


alſo particularly : as clouds, raine, 
winds, graſſe, fire, haile, ſnow, bas 
pours , lilies, and ſuch like: theltke 
prouident care hee hath fo: other of his 
creatures , whome hee hath indued 
with life and ſence, but not with rea⸗ 
ſon, and that liberty ol choyte, wheres 
I ſpake befoꝛe: Meeread in the 147. 
Pſalme, that G OD giueth to beaſts 
their foode, and to the young Rauens 
that cry :and in the 104. Pſalme, verſe, 


14. the Pzophet ſaith, rhat GO cans 


ſeck grafſe to grow for the Caitell, 
and afterward in the 27. verſe he faith 
chat all beaſts, foules, and fiſhes, Wiit& 
vpon thee O Lord that thou maſſt giur 
them ſoode in due ſeaſon: Thou giueld- 

| wk: it 


j 


7 


/ 


— - ERS 


2 C2 


+ Math. biddeth vs le arne how the Lil. #- 
lies of the field doe grow, they labour 
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it to them, and they gather it, thou o- 
peneſt thy hand and tney are filled 
with good things: This alſo our Sas 


uisur Chꝛiſt affirmeth in the 6. of Ma- 


thew, ſaping, benould the foules of the 
heauen fer they ſow not, neither teape, 
nor carry into the barnes: yet your 
He auenly good father feedeth them. 
And in the 10. of lath. Are not two 
Sparrowes ſould fora farthing & one of 


chem ſhal not fal on the giound with- 


our your father: meaning God: by theſe 
few places you map ſce it ſufficiently 
pz0oued, that God hath a p2onident 
care of euerp particular creature, vp- 
on whom he hath not beſtowed the free 
liberty of choice , whether thep hane 
not life, 62 haue life and ſcnce want 
reaſon. Now as fo; thoſe creatures to 


whom God hath giuen that gift of free 


chopſo, which J ſapd were Angels and 


men, ſom do thinke that God in truth 


baue already waitte. Others do make 


hath a ſpeciall pꝛouident care over 
man whom he made after his owne J- 
mage and likeneſle: but not ouer other 
creatures: which opinion how falſe it 
is you map eaſily gather out of that I 


this 
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this to be the difference betweane man 
t man, that God taketh aſpecial cars 
of the godly, but calteth awayalcareof 


the 5.of Mathew, Chꝛiſt our Dauiour 
tcacheth vs, that our heauenly Father 
maketh the Dun to ciſe on the euil and 
on the god, and ſendeth raigne ny 
iuſt and vniuit, And Paul in Wen 
' * Epiftleto Timothy the 4. chap faith 4 
that Ged is Sauiour of ail men, ſpecially 
ofthoſe that beleeue: :whereof 1 gather 
that God hath a ſpetiall care of thoſe 
that are his, but pet not ſo, as that hee 
leaueth v wicked ts bs ruled by chance 
and foꝛtune: foʒ ił God haue a care of 
thoſe things & creatures y the wicked 
|  poſſeffs, as oftheir cattle, graſſe, and 
- cone and ſuch like: ſurely hee pꝛaui⸗ 
deth alſo foꝛ them, the owners r may- 
ters of thoſe creatures: neither tan he 
be pꝛouident and carefullfoz the gyd⸗ 
* ly, but hes muſt alſo gouernt and rule 
the wien ed acco:wing to the plealurt of 
his diuine power, Foz as a Paincs 
imd Generall of an Armie is 
onely carefull foz the Tronyes.; 
| B2  coinpas 


thc wicked : but the woꝛd of God deth 
manifeſtly auerthꝛow this opimen:It 
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tompanitb of Soldiers that be in his 
hoſt: vut alſd foꝛ munitis e vittaile ne⸗ 
ceffary foꝛ them; that he may haue his 
- army ſo furnichedthat it may be a ter 
roꝛ to the-enemp, and may keepe them 
amongſt whom helyeth encamped in 
ſach dutifuli abedienck that they may 
ber ready to doe whatfocuer his Cap- 
tainks and officers command them: le 
tan it notbe that God doth pꝛouide fo2 
his Church, but ye muft allo moderat 
and gotierne all thoſe things, without 
which his Church cannot be heere vp⸗ 
on the earth. 

Such thinges as appertaine to the 
nouriſhing, clo athing, ſafe and quict 
harbozing of the members of the 
Church :- They therefoz2 who are 
not of the true church, are vet, fo2 the 
benefit of Gods Church o be ruled by 
his pꝛouidente, ſo ate the Patriarches 
laid to haue found fauour in the eyes 
of thiff6ciis; fo2 that the Loꝛd did ruls 
and mwue theharts of infidels,which 
way it pleaſed him. 

„ow how God ruleth not oncly 
articular man, but alſo all the 
fractions of men, is pzwurd by 


that 
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that which is in the 16. of the Þ20- 3 


uerbs , commic thy workes vnto the 
Lord & thy thoughts, ſha 8 i Gree 
And by that alſo which is hes. of :{ 43 
lames: Go to now you that td 1% 

or to morrow we will goe ite o ſuch 4 
Citty, and contine there yeare, and 
buy and ſell and get gainei ind yetyee 
cannot tell what ſhall beeito morrow: 
for What is your life? i it.1s euen a Va- 
pour , it appeareth for alittle time, and 
l vaniſheth away. : "for that 
weoughtto ſay , if the Lord wil, and 
if wee live wee will doc this or that: 
Thus lames ſpeaking of the actions 
o2 doings of men, affirmetij that God 
ruleth them all., ſo that without his 
wil wee. can do nothing , 1 5 not 10 | 


much as paſſe from one. 
ther: and Paulconfedſeth? 
okten hindꝛod and ſtayed! 
he could not goe Ane 6 


—— rulsth alt br ae 16 

of all men. J will vlt enelp two tam 

ples to illuſtrate ant marke plain this 

W true Aeris, 5 Hob gonerniet 
3 , 
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© the fegeral actions of all men, both 
[, god and bad: In the hiſtoꝛp of loſeph 
1 24 things to this purpoſe are to bes ||_ 
| The end of that hifto2y, was 
Ex that wijich ien ſpake of, Geneſi.5o: 
2s. yout ought euill againſt mee ſaith hee 

to his brethren, but God diſpoſed it to 
good: In this hiſtozp theſe men and 
their ſeneral actions are to be wayed: 
F irft,father lacob, then the bꝛetheren 
of Ioſeph, Toſepb himtelke, the Iſhma- 
elites, to whom he was ſold ;thatlight |} 
biiſwife his miſtris Putiphars wife, || | 
Pharo and his ſeruants; the actions | 
ef all thoſe perſons are diuers and ve- 
xy different one from another, fome of 
b werclatodable, others detelkable, 
t pet lame de better then others, 
and ſome ol fhoſe actions neither to bee 
altogether allowed noꝛ diſpꝛaifed, and 
vet as Ioſe  witneffeth , God by his 
pꝛoui ruleth and diſpoſcth them 
all, poth men and their actions to 1o- | 
ſephs Good.. 4 
Do as Dauid ſaith, Pſalm, yo5, that 
7. God ſent 3 man before them, Joſeph 
wat ſold for a flaue: For ſg God go⸗ 


wicked actions of thol 
yeſueth the wicke! 1 


| 


8 
4 
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men, that the moft peruerſe pꝛactiſes 
of Ioſephs bꝛethꝛen, the ſhamleſſe and 
beaſtly part of Putiphars wife, and o- 
ther heauy actions, had a moſt happy 
end: So that euen thoſc things that 
they did to Ioſeph, purpoſing by them 
btterly to deſtroy him, bꝛought Tos 
ſeph to great honour: ſo mighty and 
wonderful is God, that hee is able to 
make the light to ſhine out of darke⸗ 
nelle. Moꝛeouer in the laſt chapter of 
the pꝛopheſie of lonas, we ſhal ſee hol 
wonderfully God doth not onely go⸗ 
uerne men but alſo al manner of crea⸗ 
tures ſenſible 4 vnſenſible: fo2 J read 
that Ionas went out of the citftyof Nis 
nivie,t ſat on the Caſtſide of the citty, 
t there made him a booth x ſate bnder 
it in the ſhadow fil he nright ſee what 
ſhould be done to the citty'# the L820 
p2epared a Gourd, ⁊ made it come bp 
ouer lonas, that it might bee a ſhadow 
ouer his head, and deliuer him from 
his griefe : So Ionas was exterding 
glad of the Gourd. But God pꝛepa⸗ 
red a wozme when the mo:ning be⸗ 
gan to riſe the next day, and it ſmote 
the Gourd that it withered 2 and 
| when 


x 
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when the Sunne did ariſe, God pꝛe⸗ 
—— alſo a feruent Eaſt winde, x the 
unne beate vpon the head of lonah, 

that hee fainted , and wiſhed in his 
heart to die, and aid ; It is better for 
mee to dye then to liue; in this that J 
haue witten out of Tones wee hane 
theſe things to way : Firſt Ionah a 
man, the moſt exccllentcf creature, 
the other. baſer creatures, as the 
Gourd, the wozme , and the winde: 
Wo2me i is a creature that hath life 
in it, and is of that kind of beaſts that 
be deuided in their bodies, the head £ 
b:eaſt from their belly and taile, the 
Gaurd z the wind they are creatures 
without life, and pet you ſer how God 
his pꝛouidence ruleth moueth at 
his pleaſure all theſe creatures. Jf 
Epicurus had beene at this ſight , he 
would haue aſcribed all to chance: if 
Ariſlotle, to naturall cauſes: if Chry- 
o Zeno Stoicks, to fate and de- 
p:if Plato ts ſome petty God: and 
. them all there had not beene 

one woꝛd ot the truth of God. 5 
But the holy Gholt attributeth the 
ane of gouerning all theſe pings to 
0d. 
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God aloue, who pꝛepared them all fo: 
Jonah his good: fo2 by theſe meancs, 
Ionah that was wandꝛing was ſet in 


the right wap, as if you will read the 


chapter pou map ſ& moꝛe fullp of that 
which J haue already wzitten. A may 
ſafely conclude, that both all the crea⸗ 
tures which want the gift of choice „ 
all they that haue it, are gouerned and 
ruled by GDD, by his moſt high and 
' mighty pꝛouidence. 
Pkt the Angels, which J placed at 
the firſt amongſt theſe creatures, that 
haue the liberty of choice, J will write 
now the lelle, hoping that J ſhal haue 
this backe againe to view, poliſh, and 
inlarge: but their name teacheth vs 
that they are ruled by God hinr-ſelfe, 
fo2 they are called Angeli Angels, that 
- ts meſſengers ſent frem God: and in 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrues are called 
the miniſters and ſeruants of God. 
Thus much fo: the firſt part, that 
is fo2 the truth of this doctrine , that 
God by his pꝛouidence ruled al things 
in generall, and euery particulaz thing 


im particular. 


Now IJ come to that 4 pꝛomiſed fo 
handle 
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handle in the ſecond plate, namelp to 
the vnkolding and anſwermg of thoſe 
arguments which are made againſt 
this doctrine . The firſt argument 
they make is this: God cannot gauern 
all things generally, and euery crea- 
ture and action without erceeding 
toile and grieke of mind: But it agrec⸗ 
eth with the nature of God, that hee 
reſt in quiet, æ be free from all laboꝛs: 
Thercfoze God doth not gonerne all 
and eucry particular thing. 

To this argument dꝛawne thus 
from the nature of God, J anſwere, 
that their firſt p2opsſition is falſe, 
which is that God cannot gouerne all 
things generally and particularlp, 
without erceeding toile, and griefe of 
minde: but fo2 that J will 1 only de⸗ 
ny it as falſe, but ſhew the reaſons 


that moue me ſo to do, vou muff know 


that there are diuers kinds of actions, 
ſome are naturall, ſome are violent, o⸗ 
ther ſome meane: that is neither alto⸗ 
gether natural. noꝛ altogether violent: 


naturall actions are they that do flow 


rom the pꝛinciples of nature it ſefle, 
without any helpe elſcwhere:fuch — 
Wo Svc f 2 
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the round motions of the heanens,the 
flowing e ebbing of the Sca,that light 
things do of their naturall lightneſle 


mount vpward,heauy things al down? 


ward, that we bꝛeath and ſnch like: 
theſc actions are done without any la⸗ 
hour, becaule they mane of them- 
ſelues with out any other help: Other 
actions th re are, which are done by 
fo:ce, and therfo2e arr called violent, 
as by foꝛce to make a ſtone mount vp⸗ 
ward, whole nature is to fall downe⸗ 
ward. And ſuch like violent acticns 
which can not long lai as Ariſtotle 
teacheth, becauſe they arc done with 
foꝛte. Lhore is another ſoꝛt of actions 
which J called meane, whoſe ber⸗ 
ginnings are of nature, but pet 
they cannot bee done vnleſſe they bee 
helped by ſome other meanes, as to 
eate, to dzinke, to walke, and ſuch 
like. But now that, that God doth, 
he doth without labour, becauſe hee 
doth it naturally, and thercfotemoſt 
freely: againe, there is noe force 


that can compell God, and there⸗ 


ſoze hee wozketh ol him ſelfe free- 
ly, and without any compulſion : 


neither 
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neither is he troubled with grefes, 
bnt gouerneth all things accs2ding to 
the rule of his will: neither is there a- 
ny thing moꝛe agreeable to the nature 
of God, then to gouerne and pzeſerue 
the whole world, euen with the woꝛd 
of his power. | 
Aſecond Argument of theirs is this, 
it is an vnmtet thing foꝛ God,x cleane 
repugnant to his nature, to entermed- 
dle in filthy and vncleane matters: 
but he cannot gouerne euerp ſeuerall 
creature, and their actions, but hee 
muſt ẽtermeddle with many vncleane 
and filthy matters, therefoze hee doth 
not gouerne them. 
A denp the ſecond pꝛopoſition, which 
is, that God cannot gouerne euer ſe⸗ 
uerall creature c their actions, but he 
mult mingle htmſelfe with many vn- 
cleane and filthy matters: Foz that 
amongſt the creatures, and their ac- 
tions therearemany vncleane thinge, 
this conſequencs , though it bes the 
ground of the pꝛopoſition is falſe , foz 
although the power of God is in all 
his creatures, and ruleth all, yet doth 
id not therfoze follow, that the natur 
La 0 
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sf God doth cntermeddle with the vn⸗ 
pure actions ol his creatures, which 
map be made plain by this ſimilitude: 
the Sunne of al viſible creatures moſt 
extellent (man only excepted) doth 
moſt ſet fozth the glory of God:1t doth 
ſhine in cuery place, ſo that it ſhineth 
often vpon the dunghill, e though the 
beames thereof do heate the dunghill, 
as they doe al other places, and things 
which they peirce: Pet foz fall that the 
Sunne is not poluted with the defile- 
ments and vncleanneſſe ok it, neither 
doth the ſubſtance of the beames of 
the Sun mingle it ſelfe with thoſe 
thinges which it peirceth. 

When one laid this in Diogenes 
his dich, that he went into a ſtewes 
oꝛ bzothcl-houſe,why ſaith he the Sun 
commeth thither alſo, and pet is not 
defiled therewith : thercby ſhewing 
Pp a wiſe # godly man though he enter 


into vncleane and filthy places come 


into the company of filthy perſons , 
doth not fozthwith ioyne himſelſe to 
their filthines neither is infected with 
their vices: It therefoze this Philoſa⸗ 
pber could enter inta the ſtewes, and 

com 
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come foꝛth again vnſpotted with their 
vncleaneneſſe, ſo that their filthinee 
couldnot faſten vpen him: 'muth leſſe 


is God (whole nature is moſt pure , 
ſimple in gouerning ok his creatures) 


infected with their filthinefſe. There 
is a third obiection, which they thus 
frame: Euerp wile and gsod gouer⸗ 
nour, vnleſle her bee greatly hindzed, 
bꝛingeth his wozke that hee frameth, 
and that thing that he ruleth to a god, 
perfect and wiſhed end: This may bo 
2wUed by many examples, as by the 
example of aſkilfull Pilot, who direc⸗ 
teth e bzingethhis ſhip to the purpoſe 
hauen, and ſuch like: but nething can 
let God from perfecting his wozkes, 
t yet many of his creatures, as many 
monſters, mad men, lamc, are imper⸗ 
fect. Thercfoze God ruleth not euery 
generation and conception; To bnloſg 
this knot we muſt remember this diſs 
tinction of oꝛder:there are two ſozts of 
oꝛders 02 courſes » God taketh in go⸗ 
uernina all things:the one of them we 
map call oꝛdinary, which God dothof- 
ten vie, the other ertraozdinary,with 
which erer thoughwebe not acquains 
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ted, pet doth God him⸗ſelfe know the 
cauſe why he ſo wozketh: e pet of this 
may we not conclude, that God in his 


$4 wozkes is contrary to himſelfe: fo2 if 


— 


S 


ta vs there appcare ſom diuerſity and 
difference in the gouernment of all 
things by God, certainelp that diffe- 
rente is not of Gods rule, but of the 
vnſtable iudgement of our troubley 
minds: foꝛ Gods wozkes are not to be 


balanced by our iudgements, which 


b deceweable, and fo2 the moſt part 


| vntrue: Auguſtine p;opoſed the exam- 


ple of two childꝛen, one of which is du⸗ 
tiful t louing ts his father, the other 
is a wicked ſtubboꝛne child, both their 
fathers are deadly ſick, the good child 

pꝛaieth earneſtly vnto God, to deliuer 
bis father from his ſicknes: the grace- 


- les graft thinketh euery bonre twenty 


vntill his father bee bzeathleſſe : both 
their fathers dyed and that accoꝛding 


to Gods appointment and direction. 


But now that Childe that pꝛayed 
fo2 the pꝛolonging of his fathers lifg 
highly pleaſed GO D: and pet it 


plaaled not & O D, that his father 


ſhould line any longer; And againe, 
that 
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that child that longed foz his fathers 
death, as highly diſpleaſed God, and 
yet it was Gods pleaſnre thathis fa- 


ther to ſhould die: how commeth it to 


paſſe,that,that which pleaſeth GOD 
map diſpleaſe him alſs,and that which 
diſpleaſeth him pleaſe him:as he was 
pleaſed with the god childs kindneſſe, 
but not pleaſed that his father ſhonld 
line: x againe diſpleaſed with the vn⸗ 
naturall part of the lewd childe, and 
pet pleaſed with his fathers death. 


Surely there is in God a certains 


ſecret oꝛdinante which pet is iuſt, and 
a certaine oꝛdinance open and mani⸗ 
feſted wich alſo is righteous But 
tertaine idle companions to da both 
Auguſtine md vs into hatred?foz this 
doctrine , obiect againſt vs, that they 
cannot perceius in God this double 
wil, which we ſpeak of, to wit a ſecret 
and a reuealed will: fo2 they ſav wee 
al know, and pou confeſſe,that God is 
molt plaine, without all ſhew of dou⸗ 
bleneſſe, and therefoze his will muſt 
bee alſo as plains, and euen ſo is it, 
though we cannot compꝛehend it: but 
let them firft anſwere to that which 


Auguſtine 
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ng) calteth them his treaſures, out 
of which hee dzaweth vengeance foz 
His enimies, as arrowes out of a qui- 
uer. 
Theſe were the ſhafts hee ſhoke 
Pharao with; With theſe Antiochus, 
with theſe Herod was alſo punithed 2 
who therefoze will account them vn 
pꝛoſitable, oꝛ who ſuperfluous , unte 
the Lo2d himſelfe hath ſuch vſes to 
put them to ? | 

There are alſo in them many pꝛoſtta⸗ 
ble things foz man, whereof ſome wee 
know not, other-ſome the Phaſitians 
know, as Nicander # others haue berp 
learnedly w2itten of them:ancrent lear- 
ned Chryſoſtome in his tenth Homily 
bpon Geneſis , bled this finilitades 
Tt (ſaithhee ) in earthly mattets when 
wee {ee theſe things that bee done ap- 
produed by graue and mighty men, 
wee miſlike not their cenſure , nor 
gain- ſay it, but preferre theit judge» 


ment before our owue: hot much moꝛe 


ſhould ws carry the ſame minde of all 
viſible creatures, which we know that 
God the Creatoz of all things made? 


That ſince wee haue receined his 
C 2 cenſurs 
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cenſureof them all, that all that hee 
made was very god, let vs ſuſpend 
our tndgments & bury them in ſilente, 
and let vs not dare to pꝛefer the iudge⸗ 
ments of al men befoze the Loꝛds: and 
wes may: perſwade our ſelues with 
ſtrong and ſufficient arguments , that 
the Loꝛd made all things in great wil⸗ 
dome and mercy, and in a wozd, that 
the Lozd made nothing vnaduiſedly 
02 without eauſe:but though we know 
not the tauſes of his wozkes , becauſe . 
of the weakneſſe of our bnderftand- 
ings : pet hath hee made all things ac- 
co2ding to his wiſdom and moſt migh* 
tymercy. 

Thus farre Chryſoſtome: If there- 
koꝛe by the teſtimony of Ariſtotle, na» 
ture made nothing in vaine. As thema 
who was vtterly ignoꝛant of true reli- + | 
gion,affirmed of nature, which hee pet | 
iudged to be both blind #b:utiſh : how 
much moze are we bound to attribute 
vnto the moſt wiſe creatoꝛ of all things 
this perfection in his creation, that her 
made nothing in vaine, but all things 
in great wiſdome : fince all his wozks 
redounded to his glozy , which 1 he 
a 
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laſt, and the chiefeſt end of all things; 
and by the common conſent of all men. 
euerp thing is iudged either perfect oꝛ 
vnperkect, by the attaining of his end 
Ther is a fourth argumet,thus made 
againſt the pꝛouidence of God: if God 
who is moſt wiſe and righteous in his 
iudgments, do gouerne all things, and 
euery particular thing, there ſhould not 
be ſo great troubles in comon-wealths 


-andTlpecially in the Church, whereof 


the Lo2d hath af pecial care, foz that it 
is his Danctuarp : but both in Church 
and common-wealth there is great vn- 
quietneſſe, ſo that all laws both dining 
and humane are openly violated: god 
men moſt cruelly are dealt withall, e⸗ 
uill men doe retoyce and triumph in 
their wickedneſſe without controule⸗ 
ment: God therfoꝛe gouerneth not all 
things that are in common-wealths 
and in the Churches. | 
This argument thus dꝛawne front 
the nature of Gods iuſtice ( which ſee- 
meth to be contrary to his gouernmet 
by his pꝛouidence, if he ſhould ſ& , mo- 
derate and ſuffer all theſe out-rages E 


diſozders ) is ane of the chiefeſt Props 
If of 
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of Epicurus his opinion: and this argu/ 
ment troubled many that now line 5 K 
daylp laboꝛ to bꝛing Epicurus name in 
obloqup with all men, and pet are con- - 
tent tolinelike Cpicures: e this argu⸗ 
ment alſo the Turkes, and our capt? 
tall enemies ( the Papiſts)obicct moſt } 
againſt vs: and ſure it carrieth ſuch Þ 
waight with it, that Dauid confeſſeth 5 
he was ſg aſtonied, that his fete were 
almoſt gone: and his ſteppes had wels?ß 
ntere flipt , when hee ſaw the pꝛoſperi⸗ 
tp of the wicked, and puniſhments and 
hard entertainment of the godlp, ball 
hc went into the ſanctuary of God:they 
bnderſfod hee their end, that is, vntill 
Dauid entred into Gods ſchole, Flear- 
ned by his woꝛd and holy ſpirit, that he 
oꝛderod al things moſt wiſely and inſt- 
ly, After Pompey had bene put to te 
Woꝛſt in the hattaile fought betwixt 
Cæſar and him, in the confines of Phar- 
ſalos, eeſcaped by flight to Mytelene/, 
hee went to Oratippus, and diſputed | 
with the Philoſopher m his Garden, | 
whether hee thought there was any 
God which by his pꝛouidente ruled in ; 


wnrly ; and * that befoze in very bad 
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quarrels he had had moſt pꝛolperous 
ſucceſſe, as when he had ſubdued, ein 
| battaile vanquiſhed the inhabitants 
"$$ © oftheEaft part ot the wozld, and was? 
now in a moſt good cauſe overcome, 
ffripped of his army and fozced to fly a- 
way himſelfe alone moſt ſhamefully, 
k he hereof gathered that God regarded 
not what was done among men, but y 
| al things were don by chance:thusdoth 
the wife mẽ of the woꝛld iudge 4 ſpeak 
el ſuch euents: but the holy Ghoſt tea- 
cheth vs to iudge far otherwiſe of thẽ: 
when Moſes in his ſong Deu. 32. was 
to deliuer to thepeople the thꝛeatnings 
of God, it they were diſobedient, which 
aftcrward the rebelious Iſralites felt, 
] hee vſeth this pꝛefate: perfect is the 
worke of the mighty God: for all his 
VuUuuaaies are iudgement: God is true and 
without wickedneſſe, iuſt and righteous 
| is he: teaching hereby that whatſoener 
| the world doth pꝛate of the cauſes of 
atlictions, that GO D with great 
| wildome, doth ſend fo2th of his trea- 
ſurcs all ſo2ts of calamities: ſome⸗ 
time by them to puniſh the wick- 
d, ſometime to ercerſiſe the Godly 
C 4 with 
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with them Foz the ſins of the people | 
the hipocrite doth raigne: That is, ty⸗ | 
rants ſit in the thꝛone of Juſtice, which 
bnder pꝛetence of executing iuſtico, 4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


are but hippocrites 4op2eſſe the peo- 
ple. Ioh. 3 4. verſe-30. 

Woe bee to thee (faith the prophet 
Iſaiah) which ſpoileſt, for thou ſhalt 
bee ſpoiled: And indeed ons tirant 
plagueth another , and though tirants . 
be a plague to al nations 4 kingdomes, 
yet are they them ſelues in due time / 
in like ſoꝛt punniſhed by other tirants. þ\ | 
In the perſon of Sennacherib p wdge- 
ments of God are very huely ſet foꝛth | 
by the P2ophet Iſaiah in the tenth | 
Chapter ofhis p2ophefie : The Lo2d 
ſtirreth bp the King of the Aſſirians to | 
punniſh the eaſterne people: Sennache- 
rib was a wicked man, t he is a ſtorge 
to wicked people, vea he cruelly vexed 
the people of God he ſpoileth almoſt | 
all Paleſtina, hee beſcegeth Ieruſalem | : 
the cheife Citty of that Cantry: And 
thus ſaith God of him by the Prophet | 
inthat place: O Aſhur the rod of my \ 
wrath and: the ſtaffe in their hands is | 
my indignation; I will ſend him to a 
. | diflem- 


Gods prouidence, 
diſſembling nation, and 1 will giue 
him a charge againſt the people ofmy 
wrath, to take the ſpoile, and to takt 

che prey, and to tread them vnder 
foot like the mire of the ſtreet. But 
hee thinketh not ſo, neither doth his 
heart eſteeme it ſo: and ſg foꝛth And a 
little after thus ſaith God by the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet of him. But when the Lord hath 

| accompliſhed all his worke vppon 
mount Sion, and Ieruſalem, Iwill viſit 
the fruit of the proud heart of the King 

\ of A:ihur , and his glorious and 
proud lookes,becauſe hee ſaid , bywhe 
power of mine owne hand haue I done 
it, and by my wiſdome becauſe I am 
wiſe: And a little after this thus ſaith 
the Pꝛophet, ſhal the. axe boaſt it ſelfs 
againſt him that heweth therewith? Jf 

f Pompey had looked on this crample; 

thus laide foꝛth by the Pꝛophet, hes 

might hane bin better occupied and in- 
ſtructed then hee was by his toping 
with Cratippus ; And this would haue 
taught him, that though the Loꝛd ſuf- 

| fereth tyzants to bee foz a time a 

plague fo2 anynation,vet in his appoin⸗ 

ted time hee ſuffereth them 9 
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niſhed by other tirants, and to haue 
the ſame mealure that they meaſured 
bnto others: Now ik we compare Sens 


nacherib, and Pompey that gloried i 


this title The great: Which name Sil. 
la gane him foꝛ his victories- we ſhall 
find many things alike in their hiſto⸗ 
ries. Both of them were an are in the 
hand of God to ſtrike tho people of the 
Eaſt: Both of them deſtroyed Paleſti⸗ 
na, and aflicted the people of God, 


Sennacherib beſieged leruſalem, Poms, fl j 
pey teske it, the Aſſyrrian was put to 


flight by an angell and was flame in 
his Temple, that is in his Sanctuary, 
by his owne ſonnes : Pompey was 
put to flying by Cæſar, and fiping to 
Pcolomy King of Cgipt , whoſe father 
being diſpoſſeſſed of his Kingdome, he 
had reſtsred againe to his erowne,and 
ther efoꝛe Prolomy ſhould haue beene 
as a ſonne vnto Pompey, was there in 
Egipt with him miſerably flaine. So 
vnſearchable are the waies of Gods 
iudgementes: fo: that which Michah 
ſpeaketh of the Caldeans in the fourth 
chap. of his pꝛopheſtt:( They know not 
the thoughts of the Lord they N * 
ſtan 
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ſtand not his councell, therefore they 
ſhall bee thraſhed as ſheaues in the 


' barne, )may be ſpoken of all theſe Op⸗ 
Vunts and pꝛoude tyzants , Who fo: 


that they know not the counſaile of 
the Lozd, ſhall in his appointed time 
beare the puniſhment of their pꝛide: 
Neither doth the holy Gholt teach vs, 
that the wickedonly are puniſhed, but 
that the church of God is alſo afflicted, 


though fo2 another end and purpoſe ; 


and there may -many rcaſens bee 
b29ught , to ſfhew why the church of 
God is ſubicct ta ſo many calamities, 
but J will at this time alleadge oncly 
th:&, by which as by many other wee 
map know, that the Loꝛd in truth and 
iudgement, doth exerciſe his Church 
with afflictions. The firſt is, that ſo 
long as we carry about with bs this 
burthen of coꝛruption, we are not only 
ſubiect to ſinne, but do continually by 
ünning pꝛouoke the Lo2d to deals 


in iullice with vs: and therefoze it 


is agreable to the iuſtice of GD D, 
that wee ber chaſtned of the Lozd 
with a fatherly rod, which may keepe 
vs in obedicnce : Pea wee _— 

ſap 


, — 


| A Sermon of 


ſap with Tcremy in the third chapter 
of his Lammtations, verſe 22. It is 
the Lords mercies , that wee are not 
conſumed , becauſe his compaſſions 
faile nor, 

Pp ſecond reaſon is this: It is 
beft fo2 vs to be humbled vnder the 
mighty hand of God: foz wee know 
how fierce and haughty minded wee 
are by nature, ſo that it is neceſſary 
fo2 vs, that GD DO keepe vs vnder his 
ſcholing, and ſo haue vs in ſame awe: « | 
therfoze David ſaith in the r 19.Pſalnr. {| 
verſ.67. Before 1 was afflicted 1 went a- 
ſtray:but now Ikeepethy word, æ verſ. 
71. It ĩs good for mee that I haue beene 
afflicted, that I may learne thy ſtatutes. 
The third reaſon is deliuered by 
Paul in his firſt Gpiſtle ts the Coꝛin⸗ | 
thians the 1 1.Chaptcr,verſ.; 2. When | 
wee are iudged wee are chaſtned of the 
Lord, becauſe wee would not bee con- 
demned with the world: Therefoze, |\ 
let vs conclude this whole diſcourſe 
with Moſes thus: The iudgments of 
the Lord are true and righteous, ney- 
ther let vs meaſure them according ro 

our owne conceit & iudgements, which 
| are 
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| ods prouidence: 
are very deceiueable, but let bs know 
that the Godly are puniſhed foz their 
ſinnes they dayly commit, that they 
map bee humbled, and that they periſh 
not with the wicked ; but God in pus 
niſhing the wicked, doth ſhew & open 
the treaſures of his long ſutferance, 
- patience and iuſtice: but when hee af- 
flicteth vs, he maketh vs like to his 
owne Sonne Chaift, and u irreth vp 
in vs an earneſt deſire to be diſolued, 
ily and to be with Chꝛiſt. 
LAet rs in the meane time gine aur 
\ ſelues toharty and earneſt 
pꝛapers, pꝛaping con- 
tinually with the 
Haints of 
God. 


5 
$ Come Lord IES VS, yea come quickly 
Amen, Amen. 
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